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SS JOBST OLDENDORFF (1) on the lower reaches of River Elbe in the 1950s. (Photograph: Rolf Meinecke)
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“What Do You Want to Achieve?”

This was the question put to me in

Hong Kong by a respected Indian

shipowner.  It was only a courtesy

visit and I was prepared for the usual

exchange of information and niceties.

It was different this time. I heard the

unexpected and philosophical questions:

“What are your objectives in life?”

“What do you really want to achieve?”

I admit: I was speechless for a while.

What was I to answer?  I remember

having mumbled something about the

15 percent internal rate of return I would

normally achieve and expect on my

investments. The gentleman on the

other side of the table smiled but did

not seem impressed with the reply.

So, what is it that drives our ambitions?

Job satisfaction and a healthy family?

Most certainly, yes. But when we have

achieved that, what makes many of us

want to expand the business further?

Why do we want to see it grow bigger

and bigger? What are we doing on this

planet, in the middle of an endless

universe, from cradle to grave?

You may have the answer. Frankly, I

have not found it yet.

But, even if we still search for that

answer, we strive to give our charterers,

our shippers and receivers a good and

reliable service.  They can count on our

commitment to carry their cargoes around

the globe, safely, and arriving on time.

Egon Oldendorff will continue to grow,

but shipping is a cyclical industry with

capital-intensive investments, volatile

markets and a high risk profile.

The safety net is our company policy

whereby debts should not exceed a level

of 50 percent of the market value of all

assets.  This way, we will always be on

the safe side.

In this respect I follow the philosophy

of my father, the founder of the

company.  His achievements are

described in this book and, in the last

chapter, I am quoted as having

characterized him as a man who was

‘bold and cautious’ at the same time.

He has certainly also striven for growth

provided the risks he took were

calculable and as long as he could steer

clear of greed and arrogance.

Some companies point to their turnover

as a measure of success.  It is easy to

blow up your turnover by buying and

selling assets.

Profit and loss accounts can be just as

misleading. Investing at the right time may

produce heavy book losses through

depreciation in a given year, yet the

seeds may have been planted for growth

and good profitability in the future.

The only true indicator of success is a

strong and growing net asset value.

Of course, our most important assets are

our staff.

Today, I pay tribute to the large number

of men and women who, through their

hard work, dedication and loyalty, have

helped Egon Oldendorff grow and

prosper. Without them, there would be

no anniversary and no celebrations.

To describe the skills and efforts of

those who have served the company

afloat and ashore would fill another

book. Also, it would be less than fair to

mention some and leave uncommented

the efforts of many others.

This book commemorates our 75th

anniversary. It tells stories about the

ships and describes the activities of our

subsidiaries.

Let me express my sincere thanks to all

our business friends who have trusted

us and helped us along the way.

What has driven us to achieve what we

did in the past ?

We may never know, but we are

certainly proud of it.

Henning Oldendorff

February 1996
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92,270 to 2,974. That ratio steadily

declined ever since and steamers

increasingly catered for bulk cargoes,

a virtual monopoly occupied by

sailships well into the first decade of

this century.

Large barks and full-rigged ships

went through a short illusory boom

during a few years following 1919

when ships were scarce, but many

different types of sailships held their

own much longer in the coastal

trades and in fishery. Steel had

replaced brittle iron and as early as

1901, a full 95 % of vessel

newbuildings worldwide were made

of steel. The first motorships already

traded in 1920 but marine engines

were yet to commence their real

development and assumed a leading

role only from 1950 onwards.Shipping is more than flashy luxury

passenger liners, floating hotels or

fast ferries. The real workhorses of

the industry are the untiring

freighters, be they tramp ships or

liner vessels. In the old days

trampers used to be humble ships

certainly not over-engined and with

modest cargo gear. They would seek

◆

◆

Shipping
in the Early
Twenties

and load cargo wherever offered,

hopefully at rates that made ends

meet. To this day ballast positioning

voyages are part of the game as are,

if less frequently, idle times. And then

there are specialized ships far and

few between in the twenties but

quite numerous in this day and age.

World War I, terminated in 1918,

left the world fleet decimated but

had not impaired the role of the

irreplaceable ocean-going steamer.

The advent of steamers gave birth to

regular and reliable liner services

around the globe and on many a

local or regional route. Trade

expanded in tune with rapid

industrialization during the second

half of the nineteenth century and

shipping duly followed suit. Initially

liner and semi-liner services would

be the almost exclusive domain of

steamers. In the year 1880 the

merchant navies of all European

nations totalled 127,170 sailships

and no more than 13,858 steamers.

1860 is acknowledged as the absolute

peak of European sailships which

outnumbered steamers at the rate of
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ss PLANET in the severe winter of 1928/29
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◆

◆

Egon Oldendorff
from the

North Sea

The German merchant fleet had lost

1.2 million GRT in World War I

through direct war action and

another 1.5 million GRT had to be

surrendered to the victorious Allies.

What was left were so many

businessmen registered as

shipowners but without ships, and

also seafarers (the latter included

women who had served as stokers

during the final stages of the war)

with very few ships to sail in. German

ships would mainly be found in the

coastal and in the Baltic trades, pre-

dominantly served by vessels under

1,600 GRT which did not have to be

surrendered to the Allies. Numerous

steamers of all sizes found employment

in those trades, as did sailships and

barges. The Hamburg firm of Lilien-

feld & Homuth was active in the barge

trade in the year 1920. The company

hardly qualified as ship owners at

that very time and it cannot be traced

in any of the registers as owners of

sea-going or selfpropelled vessels.

However, the company was in

business which presumably tempted

young Egon Oldendorff to apply for

a job. Egon Oldendorff was born at

Dorum, situated in Land Wursten

between Cuxhaven and Bremer-

haven, on 17 February 1900 as the

youngest of three children. His father,

Ludolf, was an auctioneer and ran

a private bank. Egon went to

school in Dorum and in Lehe

(now known as Bremerhaven).

At the age of 16 and having taken

O levels he decided to serve an

apprenticeship at the farm of his

uncle, Gustav Schmidtmann at Alsum.

To grow up close to the coast, like

the Oldendorffs, meant being in

contact with shipping from an early

age. Thus, Egon Oldendorff became

Egon Oldendorff as a young man

familiar with the coast, the tidal

flats and the North Sea beyond

them when his father took him seal

hunting on the banks near the

coastline. He would watch ships

passing by, be it on outings to Cux-
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haven or during his time at the

Lehe school.

Egon Oldendorff was drafted for

military service shortly before the

war ended and was discharged from

the army on 31 December 1918 as a

qualified cavalryman. He seriously

considered to take up farming but

agreed to his father’s suggestion to

commence his working life in the

parental private bank and thereafter

serve as a trainee in Hamburg before

finally deciding his future career.

He worked in the bank until June

1920 and opted for shipping during

his time as a trainee with Lilienfeld

& Homuth.

In those days barges played the dual

role of floating stores and of “feeder”

vessels. Barges would collect export

goods from provincial ports and

convey them to the larger seaports

for onward carriage to distant

countries. Conversely, they would

take imported goods from the

seaports to smaller outports. To a

lesser degree barges were employed

Circular letter, announcing change of partnership and new company style.
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in the shortsea trades. Whilst port

tugs would busily be scurrying back

and forth, barges would often sit

moored at their berths for weeks

before discharging or re-loading.

Companies like Lilienfeld & Homuth

that owned barges but no tugs

depended entirely on third parties for

towing services, and this was being

felt even more acutely where the

barges were mainly employed on

liner routes. Lilienfeld & Homuth had

liner services going from Lübeck to

Stockholm and other eastern Swedish

ports, and from Emden/Delfzijl to the

United Kingdom, using their owned

barges ROLF and GUNTHER plus a

number of small barges chartered in.

A broking department attended to

chartering and S&P business. The

headoffice was on the first floor of

No. 55 Vorsetzen, owned by Hambur-

ger Hafen-Dampfschiffahrt AG, on

the river Elbe. There were two

partners, two senior managers, Hans

F. Schössow and Otto Alwin Michael-

sen, plus a number of staff.

The company also had a branch

office in Lübeck, at No. 6 Grosse

Altefähre.

When Alfred Homuth retired early in

1921, Albert Lilienfeld made young

Egon Oldendorff, the trainee of only

nine months, his partner, as

evidenced by the entry in the Ham-

burg register of companies dated 19

February 1921. The company style

changed to Lilienfeld & Oldendorff,

Shipowners and Shipbrokers, Ham-

burg, with a Lübeck branch office.

Egon Oldendorff had come of age, at

21, merely two days before that date,

a prerequisite for holding company

shares. Yet another two days later the

company announced the news in a

circular letter to its clients, making

reference to Mr Egon Oldendorff the

banker, an attempt apparently to hide

the tender age of the new partner.

An unnecessary precaution, as it

turned out, since sharp-witted and

highly motivated Egon Oldendorff

wasted little time to become the com-

pany’s driving force. He had been quick

to realize the drawbacks inherent in

an operation based on owned barges

but chartered tugs. The only way to

keep the barges permanently employed

was to increase their number and to

own tugs, which in turn would enable

Lilienfeld & Oldendorff flexibly to

react to enquiries. A simple calculation

revealed that high charter rates for

tugs could have driven the small

company into bankruptcy in a matter

of a few months. Therefore, Egon

Oldendorff sold both lighters and

applied the proceeds to purchasing

from English owners the British-built

ss GLASSALT of 780 tdw which flew

the new blue house flag as the ss

KOMET. Alfred Lilienfeld passed away

unexpectedly at the end of 1921

which made 21-year old Egon

Oldendorff the sole proprietor of

the company. To facilitate the

administration of the estate he

established in 1922 the Nordische

Dampfer-Reederei Lilienfeld &

Oldendorff GmbH but that company

did not become active until after

Oldendorff moved headquarters to

Lübeck in 1925.
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1) KOMET – 1923-1924

call sign RDGF/DRBF – cargo
steam-ship – 622 GRT/780 tdw
55.71 m registered length,
8.02 m breadth, 4.57 m depth
compound steam engine, 400 HP,
made by Hall, Russell & Co.,
Aberdeen

MARIA CLARA. 1938 sold to Raffaele
Romana, Naples (ITA). 1939 re-
named POMEZIA. 29.5.1940 taken
over by Italian Navy as F 7, from
1.6.1940 until 13.1.1941 in navy
service, converted to a reefer ship.
8.9.1943 in German hands,
remained in service as a reefer.
19.1.1944 sunk at Rhodos by an
air attack.

Jenkinson & Co. appointed as
managers.
1920 E. J. Heinz appointed as
manager. 28.2.1923 sold to Lilien-
feld & Oldendorff, Hamburg
(DEU), renamed KOMET. 21.1.1925
transferred to Nordische Dampfer
Reederei mbH., Lübeck (DEU).
1.7.1925 port of registry Lübeck.
24.7.1934 sold to G. Russo fu
Diego, Messina (ITA), renamed

July 1893 delivered by J. Duthie
Sons & Co., Aberdeen (No. 163)
as GLASSALT to W. Leslie & Co.,
Aberdeen (GBR).
1886 sold to Aberdeen & Glasgow
SS Co. Ltd., Aberdeen (GBR), J.
Duthie Sons & Co. appointed as
managers.
1907 sold to Harries Bros. & Co.
1918 sold to London Transport
Co. Ltd., London (GBR), Brown,

ss KOMET, loading sawn timber at Kotka
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◆

never changed its name and had

spent 37 years in liner services operated

by Dampfschifffahrts-Gesellschaft

‘Neptun’ of Bremen. It turned out

later that Egon Oldendorff had

acquired a very sturdy and durable

vessel. She became a total loss as late

as November 1943, after more than

62 years of service. In 1923 Lilienfeld

& Oldendorff were appointed

managing owners for the 650 tdw ss

OLGA ELISABETH, purchased from the

Netherlands by Schiffahrtsgesellschaft

‘Niederelbe’ mbH.

Egon Oldendorff moved the

company headoffice to Lübeck in

1925, initially operating there under

the style of Nordische Dampfer Ree-

derei GmbH. The liner service linking

Lübeck with Stockholm had

developed successfully from modest

beginnings and provided

remunerative employment for PLANET

and KOMET. It made sense to have the

management of a Lübeck-based liner

service in that city, and there was no

absolute need to maintain a Hamburg

presence. The other reason could

have been that in Hamburg, Lilien-

feld & Oldendorff were one of very

many shipowning companies which

made it difficult at times to obtain

credit facilities. The latter were not

easy to get by, and expensive at that.

Established in 1921, Lilienfeld &

Oldendorff could not claim war

losses, and banks would preferably

finance ships under reconstruction

schemes for owners whose fleets had

suffered during or after the war. Most

European nations were virtually

bankrupt and resorted to printing

paper money, regardless of

consequences. By the year 1922 the

German mark had lost three-quarters

of its 1919 value, and the decline

accelerated dramatically. The Berlin

money press could no longer cope

with the demand for notes, and a

local telephone call in that city cost

the staggering amount of 500,000

marks. Galloping inflation from

mid-1922 until the 17th November

1923 became an insurmountable

obstacle to raising credits and loans.

This continued for a short period of

time following the introduction of the

◆

At the end of March 1922 Lilienfeld &

Oldendorff bought the ss PLANET of

870 tdw from Altona shipowner H.

Homuth, presumably a relative of

Alfred Homuth who had retired not

long ago. The ship, delivered in July

1881 by Rostocker Aktiengesellschaft

für Schiffs- & Maschinenbau had

Ships
for Nordische

Dampfer
Reederei
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2) PLANET – 1921-1934
QDLC/DRBG – cargo steamship –
696 GRT/880 tdw
56.90 m registered length, 7.84 m
breadth, 4.66 m depth
expansion steam engine, 285 HP,
made by the shipbuilders, 12 knots

July 1881 completed by Rostocker
AG für Schiffs- & Maschinenbau,
Rostock (No. 62) as PLANET for
Dampfschifffahrts-Gesellschaft
‘Neptun’, Bremen (DEU). 1898
re-engined at Copenhagen with a
triple-expansion engine of 285 HP,
made by Helsingör Jernskibs- &
Maskinbyggeri, Helsingör.
August 1914 interned in Bilbao,
1918 released. Was to be allocated
to France but due her small size
she remained with her owners.

25.6.1918 sold to H. Schacht,
Altona (DEU). 17.1.1921 sold to
H. Homuth, Altona. 21.3.1921
registered at Hamburg (DEU).
23.3.1921 sold to Lilienfeld &
Oldendorff. 14.10.1924 transferred
to Nordische Dampfer Reederei,
managed by Lilienfeld &
Oldendorff mbH., Lübeck (DEU).
9.7.1925 registered at Lübeck.
7.6.1934 sold to Pittaluga &
Bertorello, Genoa (ITA), renamed
PONTINIA. 1937 sold to R. Romano,
Naples (ITA). 1941/42 chartered by
Royal Itialian Ministry of Marine.
13.9.1943 in Venice seized by
Deutsches Reich, taken over by
Mittelmeer-Reederei GmbH (DEU).
23.11.1943 wrecked in heavy
weather and stranded at the
entrance of Canal di Sut, off Zara.

3) OLGA ELISABETH – 1922-1924
RCHL – cargo steamship – 483
GRT/650 tdw
47.19 m registered length, 7.65 m
breadth, 3.85 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 450 HP,
made by Gebr. Stork & Co., Hengelo

December 1916 launched. 1917
completed by Scheepswerf ‘de
Maas’, Slikkerveer, as KRALING-
SCHEVEER for Rotterdamsche Alge-
meen Scheepvaart Mij., Rotterdam
(NLD). 1919 sold to N.V. van der
Eb & Dresselhuys Scheepvaart
Mij. 1921 sold to W. H. James &
Co. 31.3.1922 sold to Schiffahrts-
gesellschaft ‘Niederelbe’ mbH.,
Hamburg (DEU), Lilienfeld &
Oldendorff, Hamburg, appointed as
managers. 4.6.1924 sunk 230 nm
ENE off Tynemouth when on a
voyage from Burntisland to Grenaa
with coal. Crew was rescued by
British trawler CHEVIOTDALE.

ss OLGA ELISABETH passing Hakenterrasse at Stettin.

ss PLANET, ice-bound in the Baltic Sea, receiving supplies from the

crew of battle cruiser SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN. Winter 1928/29.
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so-called Renten-Mark when the

appetite for credits became almost

insatiable. Lübeck was the home of

only a handful of shipowning compa-

nies, competition was less fierce and

the whole business environment

appeared a little more relaxed.

Coinciding with the company’s move

to Lübeck the economy began to

recover, slowly but surely.

Nordische Dampfer Reederei bought

a 1,200 tdw steamer from Swedish

owners. The ship was registered

in Lübeck in February 1926 as the

MAGNET. OLGA ELISABETH, the ship

under Lilienfeld & Oldendorff

management, had sunk in 1924.

The owned fleet now comprised

three steamers. Oldendorff added,

in September and November 1925,

the 850 tdw steamers NORDSTERN

and NORDLAND, thereby departing

from ship names ending on ET as

for his first vessels. The following

six ships were all given NORD names,

much in line with the owners style,

Nordische Dampfer Reederei.

The ss NORDLICHT and NORDKAP,

purchased until January 1929, at 840

and 700 tdw respectively, stayed

within the former size bracket. The

ss NORDMARK (2,008 tdw) and the

ss NORDFELS (1,800 tdw), built 1901

at Rotterdam and 1904 at Newcastle

were decidedly larger, and younger.

The vessels found employment

in the North Sea and Baltic trades.

Westbound cargo consisted of

Finnish and Swedish timber for

Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands,

Belgium and Great Britain. The ships

would return to the Baltic Sea

carrying British coal, salt from Delfzijl

and assorted generals from Hamburg

and Lübeck to Baltic Sea outports.

Stevedores loading bagged cargo.
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In those days round voyages took

weeks. Even small ships would

spend two weeks loading timber.

Pre-slinging was yet to be invented,

and the majority of ports required

ship’s gear with winches operated by

crew members. All that took time

even though ports worked

twelve-hour shifts and Saturdays

were considered normal working

days. However, time was not at a

premium. More often than not it

would take several hours or even a

full day to lash the deck cargo and to

cover it with tarpaulins, to secure the

loading gear and to replenish

bunkers. Discharging operations, i.e.

pulling the beams and boards out

from the stow and putting them into

slings went a little faster.

ships rode at anchor in the roadstead

awaiting their turn. Given normal

freight rate levels most voyages

produced a profit. By and large

conditions of carriage struck a fair

balance between charterers and

owners, and demurrage clauses

softened the blow when loading or

discharging times were exceeded.

Loading coal in British ports would

normally be accomplished in a matter

of hours, but loaders frequently had

to queue for days for their turn under

the chute used in most British coal

ports. Most of those ports only had

one chute, and sometimes dozens of

A British coal chute.Grab handling of pit props.
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land, Brevik (NOR), S. Uglestad
appointed as manager. 1921 sold to
A/B Möller, Stockholm (SWE), Pers-
son & Co. appointed as managers,
renamed SIKLA. 1923 sold to Rederi
A/B Roland, Stockholm, H. Boklund
appointed as manager. 1924 sold to
Otto Thoresen, Tönsberg (NOR).
1925 sold to Rederi A/B Sunminget,
Stockholm (SWE), F. Persson
appointed as manager. 13.2.1926
sold to Nordische Dampfer Reede-
rei mbH., Lübeck (DEU), Lilienfeld
& Oldendorff appointed as mana-
gers, renamed MAGNET. 28.5.1929
sold to Riccardi, Naples (ITA). 1929
renamed NEMI. (according to un-
confirmed sources vessel was
renamed GUISEPPE RICARDI in 1931)
18.5.1932 wrecked and sunk 15 nm
SW of Cape Spartivento/Calabria
when on a voyage from Girgenti
to Pescara with stonesalt.

4) MAGNET (1) – 1926-1929 – PCDT
cargo steamship – 809 GRT/1200 tdw
60.80 m registered length, 8.78 m
breadth, 5.49 m depth
triple-expansion engine, made by
J. Steward & Co., London, 508 HP,
10.5 knots

June 1871 completed by T. Turnbull
& Son, Whitby (No. 26) as WHITE-
HALL for own account (GBR). 1887
sold to H. D. Pilcher, Whitby (GBR).
1891 re-engined by original builders.
1892 sold to H. C. Smith (NOR).
1893 sold to O. Thoresen, Tönsberg

(DEU). In November 1948 back
in trade. 1947, 50 % of the shares
sold to Dr. P. Dohse. 22.10.1953

(DEU). 1.5.1919 renamed LÜHE.
15.12.1919 owners’ style changed
to Bugsier-, Reederei- und
Bergungs AG., Hamburg.
17.9.1926 sold to Nordische
Dampfer Reederei, Lübeck (DEU),
Lilienfeld & Oldendorff appointed
as managers. 26.4.1927 renamed
NORDSTERN (intended name:
NORDLAND). 20.2.1937 sold to
Egon Oldendorff. 29.4.1939 sold
to Paul Zoeke of Zoppot (DEU),
Pachur & Prahl GmbH appointed
as managers. 15.8.1940 registered
at Danzig. February 1945 owner’s
domicilie transferred to Fehmarn.
In May 1945 the ship was at
Warnemünde, November 1945 at
Kiel. In August 1946 reported at
Borgstedt (Kiel-Kanal) with
considerable damage. 4.6.1947
owned by a Partenreederei with
Paul Zoeke as managing owner.
18.10.1947 registered at Hamburg

5) LÜHE/NORDSTERN – 1926-1939
QFTP/QKRM/DRBW/DBIH/
DKOR/DGUL
cargo steamship – 1083 GRT/1150
tdw
65.06 m registered length, 8.97 m
breadth, 5.21 m depth
triple-expansion engine of 650 HP,
made by the shipbuilder, 11 knots

August 1893 launched at Möller &
Holberg, Stettin (No. 418).
23.11.1893 completed as ALBATROSS

for Norddeutscher Lloyd, Bremen
(DEU). 4.8.1897 sold to
Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft
‘Argo’, Bremen. 1.8.1914 seized at
Libau by the Russians. 2.8.1914
scuttled there as a blockship.
1917 salvaged and towed to
Lübeck. 26.6.1917 returned to her
owners. 4.7.1917 sold to Vereinig-
te Bugsir- & Frachtschiffahrts
Gesellschaft AG., Hamburg

ss LÜHE named NORDSTERN from 1927

ss MAGNET

(NOR). 1894 sold to A. Monsen,
Tönsberg, renamed FLUGT. 1899 sold
to F. Olsen, Hvidsten (NOR). 1899
sold to A/S Bonheur, Christiania
(NOR), F. Olsen appointed as
manager. 1900 sold to Rederi Sels-
kabet ‘Flugt’,  Christiania (NOR),
F. Olsen appointed as manager.
1908 back to AS Bonheur, Christia-
nia (NOR), F. Olsen remained
manager. 1911 sold to A/S D/S
Flugt, Langesund (NOR), Jacobsen
& Co. appointed as managers. May
1917 sold to A/S Superb, Christiania
(NOR), Olsen & Ugelstad appointed
as managers. January 1918 placed
under the control of The Shipping
Controller, London (GBR), Wither-
ington & Everett appointed as
managers. 1919 returned to
D/S A/S Flugt, Langesund (NOR)
with Jacobsen & Co. as managers.
September 1921 sold to A/S Furu-

sold by auction for 53.000 DM to
E. Ritter. 23.11.1953 sold for demo-
lition with Eckardt & Co., Hamburg.
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6) NORDLAND – 1926-1939
RHMT/DRCA/DBII/DKOQ/DAKP
cargo steamship – 686 GRT/#
850 tdw
58.22 m registered length, 8.34 m
breadth, 3.76 m depth
compound engine, 500 HP, made
by the shipbuilders

27.4.1889 completed by Helsingör
Jernskibs- & Maskinbyggeri,
Helsingör (No. 17) and on
13.9.1899 registered as
SUNDSVALL for PR with H. M.
Gehrckens, Hamburg (DEU), as
managing owners. 20.11.1926
sold to Nordische Dampfer Ree-
derei mbH., Lübeck (DEU),
Lilienfeld & Oldendorff appointed

as managers, 8.12.1926 renamed
NORDLAND. 15.1. 1937 sold to
Egon Oldendorff, Lübeck.
29.4.1939 sold to Paul Zoeke of
Zoppot (DEU), Pachur & Prahl
GmbH appointed as managers.
15.8.1940 registered at Danzig
(DEU). In Februray 1945 owners
domicile transferred to Fehmarn.
1945 laid up at Borgstedt (Kiel-

Kanal). In August 1946 renamed
SUNDSVALL. 18.10.1947 registered
for a PR at Hamburg (DEU), Paul
Zoeke & Dr. P. Dohse acting as
managing owners. 27./28.4.1950
beached and wrecked in stormy
weather near Gardskagi/Reykja-
vik, when on a voyage from
Hamburg to Keflavik with salt.

ss NORDLAND arriving at Travemünde October 1933. Poor lashing of Leningrad timber caused cargo to shift to starboard in heavy seas.

Breaking seas soaked the cargo adding to its weight. Endeavours failed to jettison deck cargo by cutting the lashings. Instead cargo piled

against the fore-mast which broke, crashed into and gashed starboard aft bulwark. Fore-mast was flame-washed off Gotland, repairs were

effected to broken steering rods and cargo partly re-stowed into position. The bilge pump was temporarily out of order, and unfortunately

the portside coal bunker had been the first to be emptied. Yet, NORDLAND remained afloat and reached her home port, Lübeck.
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The first office of Egon Oldendorff

in Lübeck, Große Altefähre

8) NORDMARK – 1927-1945 and
1947-1955
PCFW/DRCL/DAIE – cargo
steamship – 1060 GRT/2004 tdw
69.85 m registered length, 10.56 m
breadth, 4.88 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 795 HP,
made by the shipbuilders, 11.3 knots

1907 completed by Rotterdamsche
Droogdok Mij., Rotterdam (No. 3)
as CONSTANCE CATHARINA for Noord
Nederlandsche Scheepvaart Mij.,
Harlingen (NLD), T. Vellinger
appointed as managing owner.
1915 sold to NV. Mij. Stoomvaart
Woensdrecht, Rotterdam (NLD),
renamed WOENSDRECHT. 1920 sold
to NV. Mij. Kustvaart, Rotterdam,
P. van Ommeren appointed as
managers. 1921 sold to Brynmor
SS. Co. Ltd., Swansea (GBR),
Letrichuex & David Ltd.,
appointed as managers, renamed
REYNOLDSTONE. 1924 sold to D/S
A/S Carolvore, Farsund (NOR),
Lundegaard & Stray appointed as
managers, renamed CAROLVORE.
23.12.1927 sold to Nordische
Dampfer Reederei mbH., Lübeck
(DEU), Lilienfeld & Oldendorff
appointed as managers, 14.1.1928
renamed NORDMARK. 15.1.1937 sold
to Egon Oldendorff, Lübeck. 9.5.
1945 seized by Norway at Bergen,
where under repairs. 1945 owned
by Norwegian Government, Bergen
(NOR), A. Schjelderup appointed
as manager, renamed LEKNES. 1947
returned to the Control Commis-
sion Germany at Hamburg, sub-
sequently returned to Egon Olden-
dorff, Lübeck (DEU), and
renamed NORDMARK. 20.4.1955
sold to Paulsen & Ivers Schiffahrts-
& Kohlenhandels Ges., Kiel
(DEU), and in May renamed FANAL.
May 1958 sold to Eisen & Metall
AG., Hamburg, for demolition
which took place in August.

7) NORDLICHT – 1927-1933
HDGB – cargo steamship – 652
GRT/850 tdw
55.06 m registered length, 8.54 m
breadth, 4.21 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 360 HP,
made by the shipbuilders, 11.25
knots

March 1889 completed by S. & H.
Morton & Co., Leith (No. 53) as
KOPERNIKUS for M. Cohn & Sohn,
Königsberg (DEU). 1902 re-
engined at Danzig with a new
engine made by J. W. Klawitter.
1916 sold to E. Scherlau GmbH.,
Stettin (DEU), renamed MARIE

SCHERLAU. 12.10.1916 sold to
Vereinigte Bugsir- & Frachtschiff
Ges., Hamburg (DEU), 2.1.1917
renamed EMS. 15.12.1919 owners’
style changed to Bugsier-, Reede-
rei- & Bergungs AG., Hamburg.
14.9.1921 sold to Reederei K. M.
Faber & Co. GmbH., Hamburg,
renamed GRETA. 18.3.1927 sold
to Nordische Dampfer Reederei
mbH., Hamburg, Lilienfeld &
Oldendorff appointed as managers.
21.4.1927 transferred to Lübeck
(DEU) and renamed NORDLICHT.
3.2.1933 sold to F. Silberman,
Colon (PAN), renamed TEL AVIV.
1933 renamed SILVA. March 1934
sold to J. E. Laurent Quittard,
Paris (FRA). April 1934 sold to
P. Pagan, Venice (ITA), renamed
SILVIO. 1934 sold to G. Pagan,
Venice (ITA). 1935 renamed
SILVIO PAGAN. 1936 sold to
G. Riccardi. 1938 sold to E. Camina,
Genoa (ITA), renamed FIUMICINO.
1939 sold to Agenzia Marttima
Coloniale SA., 1940 sold to
P. & M. Martini, Genoa, renamed
NICOLE MARTINI. 1940 back to
Agenzia Marittima Coloniale.
11.9.1943 sunk at Spalato in
German air attack.
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9) NORDKAP – 1928-1939
HFVR/GVP/DRCO/DDNR –
cargo steamship – 545 GRT/700 tdw
52.48 m registered length, 7.41 m
breadth, 3.98 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 350 HP,
made by the shipbuilders, 11 knots

June 1891 completed by J. W. Kla-
witter, Danzig (No. 156) as MIET-
ZING for D. H. E. Siedler, Danzig
(DEU). 1895 sold to F. G. Rein-
hold, Danzig,. 1897 back to D. H.
E. Siedler and again in 1904 to F.
G. Reinhold. 20.3.1916 handed
over to Kaiserliche Marine, Hilfs-
Ms Div. Kiel-HS 11. 17.11.1916
returned to owners. 1920 (DZG).
20.3.1922 sold to a Partenreederei
at Stettin  (DEU), Reederei K. M.
Faber & Co. GmbH., Hamburg

acting as managing owners,
renamed DESIA. 14.5.1924 registe-
red at Hamburg (DEU). 29.3.
1928 sold via Hans Schüssow,
Hamburg, to Nordische Dampfer
Reederei mbH., Lübeck (DEU),
Lilienfeld & Oldendorff appointed
as managers, renamed NORDKAP.
15.2.1937 sold to Egon Oldendorff.
29.4.1939 sold to Paul Zoeke,
Lübeck (DEU), Pachur & Prahl
GmbH appointed as managers.
12.4.1940 damaged by air attack
and beached in Fehmarnbelt
whilst on a voyage from Stettin to
Copenhagen. 22.4.1940 salvaged,
arrived at Lübeck on 23.4.1940.
Declared a constructive total loss
due to age and damage, sank
whilst berthed. 1.8.1940 registered
at Danzig.1941 salvaged, towed to

Lübeck and laid up. 21.4.1941
sold to Arnold Thyselius, Bremen
(DEU), renamed FIDO and repaired
by owners, using cement and

wood. 1.8.1941 sailed for Copen-
hagen for final repairs. 9.5.1945
at Flensburg. 4.2.1953 arrived at
Bremen-Vegesack for demolition.

ss NORDKAP waiting for orders

ss NORDMARK arriving at Travemünde
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10) NORDFELS (1) – 1929-1944
RQKB/DRCT – 1214 GRT/1800 tdw
71.40 m registered length, 10.24 m
breadth, 4.61 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 735 HP,
made by New England Marine
Eng. Co. Ltd., Newcastle, 11.5 knots

October 1904 delivered by Wood,
Skinner & Co., Newcastle (No.
123) as TOWNELEY for Burnett SS
Co. Ltd.,Newcastle (GBR), Burnett
& Co. appointed as managers.
18.4.1910 sold to F. W. G. Lehmann,
Hamburg (DEU) and renamed

JOHANNA LEHMANN. 1920 owner’s style
changed to Dampfer Rhederei
F. W. G. Lehmann, Hamburg.
January 1929 sold to Nordische
Dampfer Reederei mbH., Lübeck
(DEU), Lilienfeld & Oldendorff
appointed as managers, renamed
NORDFELS. 15.1.1937 sold to Egon
Oldendorff. 9.5.1944 captured by
the Allies at La Rochelle. May
1945 shifted to La Pallice. 24.10.
1945 at St. Nazaire. 1947 handed
over to S. O. G. E. C., Union
d’Enterprises et de Commerce

acting as managers (FRA). 1948
renamed ANFA. 1948 transferred to
Panamanian flag (PAN) and Soc.
Générale d’Enterprises et de Com-
merce, Lisbon, appointed as mana-
gers. 1952 sold to Suiza Panamena
de Nav. San Esteban SA., Panama
(PAN). 1952 sold to F. Tomei, Rome
(ITA), renamed RENATO TOMEI.
1954 sold to R. Romano, Naples
(ITA), renamed POMEZIA. 1958 sold
to D. Dammacco, Bari (ITA).
1959 renamed ANITA DAMMACCO.
1960 broken up in Italy.

A company advertisement,

published in the Lübeck

Chamber of Commerce journal

on 15.11.1927

ss NORDFELS (Collection Theodor Siersdorfer)
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◆

◆

Seafaring in those days meant hard

manual work. Accommodation on

board was anything but luxurious.

Officers had narrow and sparingly

furnished outer cabins accessible

from hot alleyways leading to the

Tramping
The

Hard Way to
Earn a Living

of oil lanterns combined with smells

and odours of all sorts to form

what is commonly known as fug.

Showers and baths were quite un-

known, except those provided by

breaking seas in rough weather.

However, good owners saw to good

food, realising that good crews

could prevent costly desasters.”

Looking back it is often forgotten that

those ashore, be they factory

workers, artisans or office staff did

not live in paradise either. The vast

majority of people led a hard life full

of privation and what little time off

they had would have to be spent in

various ways maintaining their

modest belongings or improving their

income or the quality of their food.

Hard work and deprivation aside,

seafaring was a sought-after manner

of earning one’s keep. Nautical and

technical seafarers with a sense of

duty earned a reasonable income.

They progressed in life even without

taking university degrees and above

engine room. Ratings, stokers and

coal trimmers were put up under the

forecastle head, the most obvious

place in vintage steamers.

Newbuildings from the thirties

onwards had accommodation

amidships or aft, but older vessels

would of course not be converted

solely for the purpose of improving

crew accommodation. Nautical crew

and the cook had the privilege of the

starboard compartments, stokers had

theirs on the port side. There

normally were two crew

compartments, one each for eight

men, into which the bunks would be

squeezed with maximum space

utilization in mind, as opposed to

comfort. One locker per person, and

a narrow one at that, offered just

enough room for personal effects

normally carried on board in a duffle

bag. As Jochen Brennecke aptly

described it in his book ‘Geschichte

der Seefahrt’ (‘History of Navigation’):

“...there was a bare mess table in

the centre of the room which all

had to share. Electric lighting was

late to come. The pungent stench
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all they could see foreign countries

which most landlubbers could not.

Nordische Reederei had survived

inflation and the bitterly cold winter

of 1928/29. North Germany recorded

temperatures of minus 40

centigrades. Rivers and coastlines

froze over and hundreds of ships,

including the PLANET, were

ice-bound in the Baltic Sea. It so

happened that good fortune was on

her side. By the time she had

consumed her coal bunkers the

battleship SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN

appeared, and not only did she

supply bunkering coal, she also

freed the PLANET from the ice and

escorted her to Kiel where she

waited in safety for better weather

conditions.

Black Friday of the 29th October

1929, the first major stock exchange

crash, played havoc not only with the

savings of American citizens. Wall

Street shares alone lost 14 billion

Dollars, and US national losses

totalled 30 billion, or close to 40

percent. World economy got out of

control. The worldwide economic

crisis of 1931/32 produced 27 million

jobless, 15 million thereof in Europe

and 12 million in the United States of

America, an indication, incidentally,

of the degree of concentration, at

that time, of economic activities on

those two continents. A full 43

percent of the German population fit

for work had lost their jobs, and an

even higher percentage in Austria.

Egon Oldendorff could not escape

the general trend. Lack of cargo

forced him to suspend the Stockholm

liner service, for good. The jobless

count in Germany rose from over

four million in early 1930 to just

under six million on 15 January 1932.

German ports gradually resembled

ship cemetries. As of the 1st April

1932, a total of 460 German ships

aggregating 1,357 million GRT were

in layup, equalling about 34.8

percent of the German merchant

fleet. Scandinavian and German

shipping suffered in addition through

Sterling devaluation, that being the

lead currency of the time for

seafreights. Egon Oldendorff was

forced to lay up his entire fleet, not

just the smaller units but also, during

the winter, his nine modern and,

therefore, more efficient steamers

NORDMARK, NORDFELS and GISELA

OLDENDORFF.

“Ostseehaus” the second office of

the company at Lübeck, Untertrave 84.
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Ice-bound ss PLANET in the severe 1928/29 winter as seen from battle cruiser SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN.

Crew members of the battle cruiser handling coal to replenish bunkers of ice-bound steamer PLANET.
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◆

◆

At a time when most shipowners had

to reduce their fleets owing to lack

of resources, Egon Oldendorff

purchased the Belgian ss PETER BENOIT

of 2,200 tdw and renamed her the

GISELA OLDENDORFF. The 1902

Hoboken-built vessel was the first to

be named after a family member,

More Ships
Despite

the Crisis

a tradition that continues to the

present, with exceptions proving

the rule.

Egon Oldendorff became a member

of the executive board of the German

Shipowners’ Association in 1934, and

he served on a committee that nego-

tiated with the Reich government for

a 77 million Reichsmark aid package,

eventually granted to German ship-

owners in April 1932. The ss MAGNET

had been sold in 1929, followed in

1934 by the KOMET and PLANET which

went to Italian buyers. Freight rates

improved gradually, and the pro-

gramme introduced by the new Reich

government, designed to aid ship-

ping and shipbuilding began to yield

first results. German shipping slowly

but steadily recovered and so did the

Lübeck shipowning company, Egon

Oldendorff. Two ships joined the

fleet in 1936, the KLAUS OLDENDORFF

(1) in April, named after the owner’s

son born in 1933, and the LUDOLF

OLDENDORFF (1) in December which

bore the name of the owner’s father.

LUDOLF OLDENDORFF had served its

previous Jewish owner Arnold Bern-

ss GISELA OLDENDORFF discharging timber in London. (Photograph: Alex Duncan)
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stein as the converted car carrier

TRACTOR of 2,620 tdw but Oldendorff

had her retrobuilt into a normal

freighter as he could not prolong the

original contracts for the carriage of

wheeled vehicles.

Fleet expansion continued: DORA

OLDENDORFF (1), built 1896 and of

4,470 tdw, named after the owner’s

sister, was purchased in 1938, to be

followed in 1939 by HUGO OLDENDORFF

(1) of 3,000 tdw, ERNA OLDENDORFF

(3,400 tdw) and HENNING OLDENDORFF

(5,930 tdw). This brought the average

deadweight capacity of the ten

Oldendorff ships to 2,785 tonnes.

The smaller units continued trading

in the North and Baltic Seas but the

larger ones also found other

employment: Scandinavian ores to

Germany, timber from Baltic ports

to the Netherlands, pitprops and

pulpwood from the Baltic to the

United Kingdom and to the

Netherlands, pitch from the river

Thames to the Mediterranean, grain

from the Baltic and the Black Sea to

various destinations, pyrites from

Spain to Northern Europe, locust

beans from Cyprus to Wales, etc.

ss DORA OLDENDORFF in her grey war camouflage
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11) GISELA OLDENDORFF 1932-1958
PCHM/DRDL/DAED – cargo steam-
ship – 1361 GRT/2200 tdw
77.22 m registered length, 11.02 m
breadth, 4.85 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 830 HP,
made by North Eastern Marine

Engineering Co. Ltd., Wallsend,
11 knots

May 1902 completed by SA.
Chanteliers Nav. Anversois,
Hoboken (No. 12) as PETER BENOIT

for Compagnie Maritime Belge
SA., Antwerp (BEL), F. Alexander

appointed as manager. July 1932
sold to E. L. Oldendorff & Co
GmbH., Lübeck (DEU), renamed
GISELA OLDENDORFF. October 1933
Nordische Dampfer Reederei
mbH., Lübeck, appointed as
managers. 30.12.1936 sold to

Egon Oldendorff, Lübeck.
31.5.1945 at Lübeck with bottom
damage. 16.1.1958 laid up at
Lübeck. 19.4.1958 arrived at
Hamburg to be demolished by
Eckhardt & Co.

ss GISELA OLDENDORFF wearing the number allocated to her by the Allied Control Commission, in the Lübeck Hansahafen.  (Photograph: Hans Kripgans)
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Ltd., London (GBR). 15.6.1923 sold
to Arnold Bernstein, Hamburg
(DEU), renamed MAX BERNSTEIN.
11.5.1925 sold to a Partenreederei,
Arnold Bernstein appointed as
managers. 29.1.1926 renamed
FORDSON I, 4.3.1926 renamed
TRACTOR. 11.9.1930 owner’s style
changed to A. Bernstein Schiffahrt
GmbH. 31.12.1936 sold to Nordi-
sche Dampfer Reederei mbH.,
Hamburg (DEU), Lilienfeld &
Oldendorff appointed as managers.
6.2.1937 registered at Lübeck and
renamed LUDOLF OLDENDORFF.
15.1.1937 sold to Egon Olden-
dorff, Lübeck. 28.8.1939 called at
Vigo, sailed  11.11. camouflaged

sunk by British airtorpedo at
Sirevaag/Egersund.

as Danish EDITH and arrived
7.12.1939 at Lübeck. 9.10.1944

13) KLAUS OLDENDORFF (1) –
1936-1942
MSHL/MFKD/DMAQ – cargo
steamship – 1101 GRT/1530 tdw
71.37 m registered length, 10.33
m breadth, 4.26 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 420 HP,
made by the shipbuilders, 11.5
knots

October 1893 completed by AG
‘Neptun’, Rostock (No. 140) as
GEORG MAHN for H. W. Podeus,
Wismar (DEU). 1894 H. Podeus
appointed as manager. 1910
G. Fischer appointed as manager
and homeport Rostock. 1919 for-
mally allocated to Great Britain.
1920 sold to F. W. Fischer, Rostock
(DEU). 3.10.1921 renamed MAGDA-

LENA FISCHER. 1.1.1924 sold to Erik
Larsen, Rostock (DEU), 1925 re-
named ELLEN LARSEN. 29.2.1926
sold to Otto Zelck GmbH., Rostock
(DEU), renamed JOACHIM ZELCK.
May 1928 sold to Fischer & Larsen,
Rostock (DEU). September 1928
renamed RITA LARSEN. July 1931

sold to ‘Orion’ Schiffahrts GmbH.,
Rostock (DEU), renamed GOTIA.
28.4.1936 sold to E. L. Oldendorff
& Co., Lübeck, Nordische Dampfer

Reederei mbH., appointed as
managers. 12.6.1936 renamed
KLAUS OLDENDORFF. 30.12.1936 sold
to Egon Oldendorff, Lübeck

(DEU). 24.11.1942 struck mine
and sunk 25.11. at 04.55 hours in
Bay of Bothnia when on a voyage
from Reval to Helsingfors.

ss KLAUS OLDENDORFF (1)

ss LUDWIG OLDENDORFF approaching Holtenau locks, Kiel Canal

12) LUDOLF OLDENDORFF (1) –
1936-1944
RDMC/DHXY – cargo steamship –
1937 GRT/2620 tdw
75.47 m registered length, 12.80 m
breadth, 7.01 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 1000 HP,
made by North Eastern Marine
Engineering Co. Ltd., Newcastle

May 1903 delivered by C. S. Swan
& Hunter Ltd., Wallsend (No. 287)
as WESTMOUNT to Montreal Trans-
port Co. Ltd., Montreal (GBR). 1916
sold to Inter American SS Co. Ltd.,
Montreal, renamed WETHERSFIELD.
1918 sold to Canadian Maritime
Co. Ltd. 1921 sold to E. J. Heinz
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14) DORA OLDENDORFF (1) – 1938-
1946
LNSJ-DMAN – cargo steamship –
2730 GRT/4470 tdw
95.48 m registered length, 13.16
m breadth, 6.40 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 1800 HP,
made by Blair & Co., Stockton

June 1896 completed by Short
Bros., Sunderland (No. 255) as
WILHELMINA for Stoomvaart Mij.
‘Noord Europa’, Rotterdam (DEU).
1900 sold to Wilhelmina SS Co Ltd.,
London (GBR), T. Stephen & Sons
appointed as managers. 1913 sold
to Home SS Co. Ltd., St. Johns/NF
(GBR), J. A. Young appointed as
managers, renamed EKASONI. 1915
sold to Gaston, Williams & Wigmore
of Canada, St. John’s (GBR). 1919
sold to A. S. Randall & Co. Ltd.
1921 sold to The New Line SS Co.
Ltd., Leith (GBR), R. Mackie & Co.
appointed as managers. 29.12.1923

sold to Gustav Salling Dampf-
schiffsreederei, Flensburg (DEU),
renamed GUSTAV SALLING. 28.6.1926
sold to Leonhardt & Blumberg,
Hamburg (DEU). 10.12.1926
renamed KARL LEONHARDT. 12.10.
1927 sold to Erik Larsen, Rostock,
renamed ERIK LARSEN. May 1931
sold to ‘Orion’ Schiffahrts GmbH.,
Rostock (DEU). October 1935
sold to a Partenreederei, E. Ahrens
Dampfschiffsreederei, Rostock
(DEU), appointed as managers.
Port of registry´s style changed in
1937 to Seestadt Rostock. April
1938 sold to Egon Oldendorff,

Lübeck (DEU). 15.6.1938 renamed
DORA OLDENDORFF. 17.1.1943
stranded off Libau, refloated one
day later. 11.4.1943 stranded at
Kringlen/Olofjord, 13.4.1943
refloated and repaired for
101,658.66 RM at Hamburg,
suffered bomb damage whilst in
Blohm & Voss drydock. 9.5.1945
at Flensburg. 16.9.1946 seized by
the Allies. 13.10.1945 at Hull
allocated to Great Britain, Ministry
of War Transport, London (GBR).
2.2.1947 scuttled with 2507 t gas
ammunition in the Bay of Biscay
in position 47.40 N 09.22 W.

15) HUGO OLDENDORFF (1) – 1939-
1945
KQDJ/RCLT/DHKM – cargo
steamship – 1866 GRT/3000 tdw
84.90 m registered length, 11.69
m breadth, 5.64 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 750 HP,
made by North Eastern Marine
Engineering Co., Sunderland,
12 knots

June 1904 completed by Craig,
Taylor & Co., Stockton (No. 103)
as HARALD for Harald Steamship
Co. Ltd., London (GBR), Van
Ysselsteyn & Fils appointed as
managers. 1906 sold to Stoomvaart
Mij. Terneuzen (NLD), Managers
unchanged. 1906 A. C. van
Lensen appointed as manager.
1910 sold to NV. Mij. Stoomship
Harald (NLD), L. Bröll appointed
as managers. 1914 sold to West-

fälische Transport AG., Emden
(DEU). August 1914 at Kronstadt
seized by the Russians, in service
as mine transporter TSE. 1918
returned to owners. 27.8.1920
allocated to the Allied Commission,
18.11.1920 handed over to Great
Britain, The Shipping Controller,
Mgr. J. Westoll (GBR). 16.10.1921
sold to Seereederei ‘Frigga’, Ham-
burg (DEU), renamed HARALD.
6.1.1933 sold to ‘Orion’ Schiffahrts-

gesellschaft mbH., Rostock (DEU)
and renamed BALTIA. 1937 port
of registry's style changed to See-
stadt Rostock. 26.5.1939 sold to
Egon Oldendorff, Lübeck (DEU),
2.6.1939 renamed HUGO OLDEN-
DORFF. May 1945 at Lübeck seized
by Great Britain. 16.3.1946 scuttled
with gas ammunition in Scaw,
vessel was part of fourth convoy
from Lübeck.

16) ERNA OLDENDORFF (1) – 1939-
1947
MFPH/DMAV – cargo steamship –
2095 GRT/3400 tdw
88.35 m registered length, 12.86
m breadth, 6.58 m depth
triple-expansion engine, 1025 HP,
made by North Eastern Marine
Co. Ltd., Sunderland, 11 knots

23.11.1900 lauched, 24.12.1900
completed by J. Priestman & Co.,
Sunderland (No. 85) as SVEND II
for D/S Carl, Copenhagen (DNK),
L. H. Carl appointed as managers.
24.4.1917 transferred to The
Shipping Controller, Lambert
Bros. Ltd. appointed as managers.
13.3.1919 returned to D/S Carl.
19.11.1918 sold to D/S Gorm,
Copenhagen (DNK), A. O. Ander-

sen & P. Carl appointed as
managers. 6.5.1920 sold to Det
Forenede D/S, Copenhagen
(DNK), 14.8.1920 taken over at
Korsör. 21.6.1924 renamed SVEND.
31.1.1927 sold to Otto Zelck
GmbH, Rostock (GBR) and
renamed LENA PETERSEN. 4.2.1927
taken over at Middlesborough.
March 1931 transferred to Otto
Zelck. May 1931 sold to ‘Orion’

Schiffahrtsgesellschaft mbH.,
Rostock (DEU). 1937 port of
registry's style changed to See-
stadt Rostock. 26.5.1939 sold to
Egon Oldendorff, Lübeck (DEU),
2.6.1939 renamed ERNA OLDEN-
DORFF. 26.1.1941 left Vigo with
speed reduced to 3 knots on
account of fouling, stranded at
Marin, later refloated. 9.9.1941
sunk on St. Nazaire roads




